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In response to ongoing climate, geographic, and

built environment research, the City of Boston

moved to update it’s extreme temperature response

plan. Led by the Office of Public Health

Preparedness, dozens of city, state, regional, and

community partners were engaged to assess where

gaps are that need to be addressed to better serve

City of Boston residents, particularly the most

vulnerable.

Research and conversations were held across

cities within the United States and abroad. Local

data was analyzed quantitatively through health

surveillance systems, and qualitatively using zip

code and heat island data.
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As a result of this process, the City of Boston:

• Transferred the monitoring system, and

overall coordination for extreme

temperatures to the Boston Public Health

Commission.

• Continually monitors temperatures during

times of year with an increased expectation

of poor health outcomes.

• Shifted a longstanding system of how to

look at extreme temperatures, and now

consider it more as an ongoing health

threat that requires enhanced planning,

messaging, and resource provision.


